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Germaine's Of Baltinglass GSMC Mini Stages Rally 2008
Provisional Results after Stage 4 (final Stage)
No.Driver/Co-Driver (Address) Car Time    
1    Kevin Kelleher/Martin Brady (Clonakilty/Navan) Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9 41mins. 09secs. 
2   Terence O'Shaughnessy/Eugene McGrath (Carlow) Toyota Corolla Coupé 41.24
3   Trevor Mulligan/Lisa Roe (Kells) Ford Escort RS 41.42   
4   Paul McEnroe/Sorcha Kelly (Meath/Bandon) Subaru Impreza N14 41.50
5   Des Moore/Arthur Kearns (Keady) Ford Escort RS 42.01
6   Adrian Quinn/Alan Moran (Mullingar) Mitubishi Lancer Evo 9 42.03
 
ACTION REPLAY FOR KELLEHER 
 
Kevin Kelleher and Martin Brady have taken victory in the 2008 Germaine's of Baltinglass Mini Stages Rally, organised by the Garda Síochána Motor Club, in their Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 9.  Their path to victory was eased slightly when their main rivals, Paul Kiely and Pat McSharry, also piloting an Evo 9 Lancer, encountered mechanical trouble prior to the third of the event's four stages.  Kiely and McSharry led the rally by just one second at the half-way point, but then broke a transfer shaft while warming their tyres, and this put paid to their efforts for the day.
 
Kelleher and GSMC member, Brady, finished the event with an advantage of fifteen seconds over Trevor O'Shaughnessy and Eugene McGrath (Toyota Corolla Coupé), who in turn were were eighteen seconds ahead Trevor Mulligan and Lisa Roe (Ford Escort RS) in third place, the latter two crews having been tied on time at the half way point.  Paul McEnroe and Sorcha Kelly claimed fourth place in their Subaru Impreza N14.  Des Moore made an inspired tyre choice and took second fastest time on the final stage, to move into fifth place overall at the finish.
 
The event consisted of two runs over the Kilranelagh and Slievereagh stages, east of Baltinglass.  While the first loop was held in dry but windy conditions, heavy rain arrived in the afternoon to make the conditions for the crews all the more challenging over the second loop.
 
Mark Courtney (Toyota Celica GT-Four) had taken a commanding lead on the first stage of the rally, with Kelleher second fastest on the stage, followed by Kiely.  Stage two saw Courtney crash out, while Kelleher also inflicted damage to his Mitsubishi Lancer.  Kiely took fastest time to move into his short-lived lead.  Kelleher was fastest on the two remaining stages, but had to thread carefully, as O'Shaughnessy was never too far away.  
 
This success marks Kelleher's second win in a row on the event, the Clonakilty man having also taken victory last year, with his brother Martin navigating. Speaking after the finish, Kevin said: "It was a bit daunting this morning, it was my first time running first on the road, and it was my first time in this car, I only saw it for the first time this morning.  Martin Brady was just back from England, he was competing the Mitsubishi Evo Challenge in Shropshire yesterday, so there were a lot of 'unusual' things about today.  The first stage went well for us, but then we had an off on stage two, we were lucky to get away with it. We broke a wheel and a wishbone, but we were able to limp into service on three wheels. The James Foley Rallysport lads did a great job to turn us around, I gave them a fair bit of work to do, there was a lot of patching up to be done.  Its a very prestigous event for Martin to win, being organised by his own club, GSMC.  The stages were very nice."  
 
The event was also the final round of the Motorsport Ireland National Junior Rally Championship (for drivers under 27 in two-wheel drive cars of up to 1600cc).  Bandon's Damien McCarthy (Honda Civic) was the highest placed NJRC finisher, finishing in eleventh place overall.  Patrick Cunningham, Jason Ryan and Peter Wilson were the next NJRC runners, in 13th to 15th places in the overall results.  The outcome of the GSMC Rally provisionally gives Wilson the National Junior title, and with it a sponsored drive in a large capacity Group N car on an event in 2009.  He and the other NJRC class winners, plus a number of wildcards, now go forward to the final selection process to determine Motorsport Ireland's Young Rally Driver of the Year and recipient of the Billy Coleman Award.  The winner of that will receive a sponsored drive in a championship outside of Ireland in 2009.
 
